WRITTEN FINDINGS OF THE
WASHINGTON STATE NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD
(designation change 1999)

Scientific Name: Anthriscus sylvestris (L.) Hoffmann

Common Name: Wild chervil

Family: Umbelliferae

Legal Status: Class B @) regions 1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9,10

(b) region 5 except those portions of Thurston Co.
within T15,16,17N, R2,3,4W.

Description and Variation: Erect biennial with hollow stems that are downy below and smooth
above. Leaves up to 30 cm and two to three pinnate; pubescence occurs on the underside.
Leaflets are ovate and serrate. Inflorescence a compound umbel of white florets. Fruit is linear-
cylindrical, notched at base, beaked, glabrous and without ribs or oil glands.

Economic Importance: Wild chervil is native to Europe and has been introduced into
northeastern United States and Canada where it has become naturalized. The one population
known to occur in the northwest is a 4 acre infestation in Spokane County, which moved off the
road shoulder into a pasture and has proven difficult to control. This represents an exotic
introduction to Washington, which could in turn naturalize itself as it has elsewhere, changing
Washington native plant communities and negatively impacting pastures, meadows and
grasslands. A problem in 2500 ha of grassland in North Yorkshire, Oswald (1986) reports that
the slow drying properties of its stems interrupt hay making.

Geographical Distribution: Native to Europe, introduced and naturalized in the northeastern
United States, northeastern Canada, and New Zealand. The only known population in the
northwest is located at T26N, R45E, Section 10, southeast quarter (in Washington). Hitchcock
indicates it has occasionally been collected in the northwest. U.W., W.S.U., W.W.U. and O.S.U.
herbaria have no northwest collections.

Habitat: Hedgerows, edges of woods, wasteplaces

History: Spokane population first confirmed October 1988.

Growth and Development: Perennial flowering early in the spring
Reproduction: Seed and perennating buds

Response to Herbicides:  2# 2,4-D/acre on regrowth after mowing killed growing point, but
caused more "tillering” and regrowth from the crown.
Response to Cultural Methods: Mowing is not effective.
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Bio-Control Potentials: No known research is being conducted.
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